Preliminary evaluation of bereavement experiences in a hospice program.
The purpose of this study was to determine how the services of a bereavement program could be more helpful to survivors following the death of a spouse and/or significant other. Ninety-seven bereaved individuals were interviewed thirteen months after the death over a period of two years. The results of this pilot study revealed that most of the subjects were managing their lives and coping with their loss without undue stress. Overall, subjects were satisfied with the services of the hospice program and were experiencing recovery. Implications for further study and practice are discussed.